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Muslim writers and poets show a strong tendency to assimilate
Hindu practices and doctrines, in some cases going so far as-
to adopt even the adoration of Hindu gods.
The Indian architecture of the period exhibits the same
synthetic tendency. The Hindu palaces, temples and cenotaphs,
are no longer built on the lines of the pure styles of the preced-
ing period ; they not only employ the Muslim elements of
architecture, but they also breathe a new spirit which demon-
strates how much the ancient aesthetic values have changed.
Again, the influence is not confined to any particular part of the
country, it appears most strongly among the Hindu principalities
of Rajputana and Central India, in holy places like Mathura*
Brindaban and Benares, and it is felt in far off Khatmandu and
distant Madura. The mosque, the tomb and the palace of the
Muslim are equally Indian. The Musalman borrows certain
definite features from the styles of the so-called Arab and
Persian architecture, but evolves a new style in India or rather
a number of new styles, which continue the traditions of Hindu
styles. As a matter of fact the architectural schools of the
period, whether Hindu or Muslim, are really two branches of
the same tree for both spring from the same root. Their pur-
pose differs but the significance of their form remains the
same.
Indian painting, Mughal or Rajput, is like Indian architec-
ture. In fact here, even more than in architecture, one aesthetic
law governs the form. The difference between the style of
Ajanta and that of Delhi or Jaipur is great ; line, colour and^
rhythm have all changed. But the difference between Delhi and
Jaipur or Kangda is just the difference between two individual
artists of the same school and hardly more. The influence of
Central Asian and Persian art is evident ; but Indian art, whether
produced in the courts of Mughal emperors and Nawabs or
those of Hindu princes of Rajputana or Tanjore, does not
imitate slavishly the foreign models. It has an individuality-
all its own, and it can only be described by the term Muslim-
Hindu art.